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LGBT Adoption
In the early 2000s, a number of state legislatures considered (but did not enact) measures to prohibit adoption
and foster parenting by gay men and lesbians. Until recently, Florida was the only remaining state to explicitly
prohibit gay adoption. In September 2010, however,
Florida’s Third District Court of Appeal lifted the threedecade ban on gay adoption and faced no appeal from
the Florida Department of Children and Families.
Though gay adoption is now legal in every state, many
states erect high hurdles that effectively prevent or impede the practice. Mississippi, for instance, allows a man
or woman to adopt alone but bars second-parent adoptions by same-gender partners. Utah prevents all unmarried couples from adopting. Meanwhile, the District of
Columbia and a number of states — including California,
Maryland, Massachusetts, Nevada, New Jersey, New York,

Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Pennsylvania and
Vermont — have policies that deter discrimination against sexual
orientation in adoption
cases. The Urban Institute/Williams Institute
estimates that, as of
2007,
approximately
65,500 adopted children were being raised
by gay or lesbian parents. There is little research on adoptions by
gay and lesbian parents,
but studies, including
one by the American
Psychological Association, show that children
reared in adoptive gay
and lesbian families fare just as well as their counterparts.
Other research shows that children of LGBT partnerships
fare better than those of single parents of any sexual orientation and may outperform children of heterosexual
couples in some areas, such as school involvement.
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